
Otto Gsell 
 
 
 
Otto Gsell coached at Hillsborough High 
School from 1972 until his passing in 
the spring of 2000.  He coached football 
during his entire career while also 
serving as the head wrestling and golf 
coach for the Raiders.  
 
Prior to joining Hillsborough, Otto 
attended college at Morehead State 
where he played football and graduated 
in 1966. During his college career, he 
won a conference championship and 
was recognized by the governor of 
Kentucky. He went on to earn his 
Master’s degree in Education and 
Recreation in 1971. Otto was also a 
decorated Army Sgt. and Vietnam 
veteran. 

 
After arriving at Hillsborough in the fall of 1972, Otto became the assistant 
football coach until 1987 serving as the 
defensive coordinator on two state 
championship teams, 1973 and 1980. He 
became the head football coach in 1988 and 
served in that position until 1993. Otto then 
became an assistant head coach from 1994-
1998 serving as the head freshman coach.  
 
From 1991-1999 Otto was the head golf 
coach and in 1993 his team became Region 
5 state Champion. Otto also served as the 
head wrestling coach for several years.  
 
The Hall of Fame Committee is proud to 
induct Otto Gsell into the class of 2014.  

 


